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EPISTLE PEDICATORY. 


To the PUBLIC. 


1T is the melancholy aspect of the times which 
affetts my heart, and engages my services in the great and 
good Cause of Religion and Government. 


What I at first designed for the improvement of my 
own Congregation, I have since thought may do good to 
others also, and I desire to serve my Country no less than 


my own Parich.” 


. The Considerations of Youth, and Inferiority of Rank, 
might disruade many, situated as I am, from appearing in 
Print; but Surely much good would be left undone, and 

5 . that 


(OY 
that great commission received from Heaven, and trans- 
mitted down for the Service of the World, by an holy Ordi- 
nation, <vould not be honorably executed by such timidity. 


I am persuaded, having Searched and studied the 
Scriptures, that I am authorized and required to teach as 
a Minister of the Gospel; that I am not guilty as they 
are who hold unhallowed Censers, who enter upon the great 
ork of the Miniſtry unsent, not having received apostolical, 
Tm ſufficient Authority. 


27 0 prevent the evils f 3 and Selim, which nut 
necessarily arise from the em ployment of oppasite Profeſſors 
in one and the ſame office, the Almighty hath conſecrated 
a Priesthoed, and secured it by an orderly descent. No 
proof of any Ordination of a Miai ter of the Goopel i 7s to be 
had from Scripture, without the Sanction 0 of the apostolical 
Auth ority ; a Circumstance uf cient to Sattsfy all honest 
minds, that no one except the Successor of an A postle „ 19 
one except a Brishop, hath the power of Ordination. Mith 
what presumption do men appoint themselves Ministers of 
God s word, When it is ex pressly Written that even Cl riot 
glorified not humself to be made an high Priest: at whoge 
Consecration 


e 
Consecration for the work of the Miniftry, preparatory to his 
exaltation as high Priest, no less signs were given, than the 
opening of the Heavens, the descent of the Holy Ghost in 
the form of 4 dove, and the Sound of the wal of God. 


All ye 5th that hl be of the His of Trraet, of 
the Church, of Chriſt, hear the words of Moses which I can 
not but think are yet in force to forbid the attendance pon 
unauthorized guides. —* Depart, I pray you, from the 
tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest 
"Om es ai. ren: of Nibers.. 


A fall Justi TON of every Step I take in this 
publication may be read in the thirty third Chapter of the 
Prophet Ezekiel. © O Son of Man I have get thee a Watch- 
man unto the House of Israel, therefore thou shalt hear the 
word at my mouth, and warn them from me. W. hen I gay 
unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou 
dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
man hall die in his miyuity, but his blood wwill I require af 
th y hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the wicked from his 
way, to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, ” 


Shall die in * iniquity but thou hast delivered * Soul. 
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In A word, I desire by this Publication to make the 


Gospel more known, that it may be better followed; and I 
trust, or I Should tremble, that I am duly authorized to 


preach it with discretion 1 every Creature. 
Respefifully, and with sincere Regard, 
7 our s, 


THE AUTHOR. 


A SERMON. 


ASP 


1 Epiſtle of St. PETER, Chap, II. Ver. 17. 


Love THE BROTHERHOOD: FEAR GOD: HONOR 


* 


THE KING. 


W HILE in the early ages of the world the divine 
will. was but imperfectly revealed, and that but to a 


choſen few, while reaſon was almoſt the only guide of 
human action, its inſufficiency for the order and harmony 
of Society was very evidently proved. This boaſted 
ſuperiority of Man ſoon ſtood in need of help; and that 
was in ſome meaſure ſupplied by the Mos AI CAL, but 
fully given by the GosPEL DISPENSAT ION. 


B Reaſon 


T3 

| Reaſon poſſibly in the days of man's innocency, gave 
© light ſtrong, and clear, and bright enough to point out 
the paths of life ; but that light ſoon failed, ſoon grew 
dim, when Sin entered the World, and never after was 
ſufficient to point out to Mankind their preſent, much 
leſs their future happineſs, 


* 


A few good men indeed who might have had no 
other guide than Reaſon, have been found to have ſtudied 
the ſeveral duties of BROTHERLY LOVE, REGARD FOR 
RENEFACTORS 3 REVERENCE FOR AN INVISIBLE 
POWER; AND OBEDIENCE TO HUMAN LAWS and to 
have practiſed in a creditable degree what part of each of 
theſe duties their Reaſon could diſcover ; but that part 
was very ſmall, and for ought the light of Reaſon could 
have prevented, the whole World muſt have continued, 
what it ſoon became after the fall of Man, a place of 
darkneſs and of the ſhadow of death. Though the Hea- 
thens arrived at great knowledge of earthly things, of 
heavenly things they had ſcarcely any knowledge at 
all ; all of them wandered in darkneſs, ignorant of their 
chief good. Reaſon did her utmoſt to enlighten Athens, : 


and 


"T0 
and yet what greater thing could Athens do, than ks 


confeſſion of her ignorance ? what greater thing than 
build an altar to the unknown God ? The whole duty | 
of Man is contained under three diviſions, our duty to 
God, to our Neighbour, and to Ourſelves; and not 
one of theſe branches was Reaſon ever able to make 
decently obſerved or even known; they were all unfolded ; 
gradually by ſeveral meſſengers from God, until i in the 
fulneſs of time his dearly beloved and only be gotten 
Son appeared on earth to teach, explain, and enforce 
them. —If reaſon be reſtored to health, what reſtored her 
but the power of God? with what perverſeneſs, with 
what i in gratitude, with what horrid guilt, does ſhe boaſt 
of her recovered ſtrength, in oppoſition to that ver 
power which made her whole ? 


It is Jeſus Chriſt then, who teacheth us completely, 
what BROTHERLY LOVE is, and it is his GOSPEL which 


alone awakens and rouzes men to practiſe it, againſt the 
force of any ſtrong paſſion or preſent intereſt. 


The 
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The loud pretenſions to BROTHERLY Lovx and the 
love of c1viL LIBERTY, which have been made of late 


by CERTAIN REPUBLICANS in a neighbouring country, 


and in this, can only be pretenſions i in order to deceive ; 
for how can that be BROTHERLY LOVE which leads men 
on to plunder and deſtroy their BRETHREN? and how 
can that be civiL LIBERTY which promotes not order, 
but confuſion, and every evil work? 


May the Almighty in his mercy preſerve England 
from their ſhocking doctrines, and ſhocking practices, 


| the moſt contrary both of them to his moſt holy will. 


Entirely another ſort of BROTHERLY LovE than 
what is taught by Republicans is taught by the holy Scrip- 
ture: and that we might not miſunderſtand what true 
BROTHERLY LOVE is, the holy Scripture directs us to 


_ practiſe it, in conjunction and union with two other 


duties, which the Republicans altogether neglect, RRvr- 
RENCE FOR THE SUPREME BEING, AND REVERENCE 
FOR THE ORDINANCES OF MEN, FOR HIS SAKE. 


his direction is given us in the text. Love 


"TE 
Love THE BROTHERHOOD: FEAR GOD: HONOR 
THEKING. From the union here enjoined of theſe three 
duties, we may learn this moſt important leſſon; a leſſon 
which many in the world, in theſe ſeditious times, want 
above all things to be taught, that neither of theſe duties 
can be * if either of them be neglected. 


BROTHERLY LOVE indeed, as 3 oe as it may fignify 
the love of our own kindred, is the common gift of 
Nature, and therefore may be found where little or 
no Religion is to be found with it : the BROTHERLY 
LOVE, however, taught by the text,  fignifieth more 
and much more than that : it fi gnifieth 1 the Love of all 
Mankind, but proceeding i in various degrees from thoſe 
who are neareſt to us, to thoſe who are fartheſt off. Thoſe 
who are neareſt to us by being the followers of Jeſus 
Chriſt equally with ourſelves, are called i in Scripture by 
way of Eminence the BROTHERHOOD : for between all 
good Chriſtians there is ſuch communion, ſuch a par- 
ticipation of heavenly bleſſings, ſuch a ſpiritual intimacy 
and union with Chriſt their head, as to require a ſtricter 
union and BROTHERLY LOVE among themſelves : i leſt, 


however, by being directed to love the BROTHERHOOD | 
eſpecially 


5 
eſpecially, we ſhould think ourſelves at liberty not to 
love others alſo, we are bidden at the ſame inſtant, FEAR 
Gop: HONOR THE KING. 


By the Kin g is here to be underſtood ahe lawful civil 
governor, whether a chriſtian governor or not, for the 
civil governor when this command was firſt given was 


not a chriſtian. 


Another place of Scripture agrees much with the 
Text. Let us do good unto all men, eſpecially unto them 
that are of the Houſehold of F aith. 


The love of the BROTHERHOOD then, though it 
may be underſtood to be the love of Chriſt's followers, 
rather than of others, muſt not be ſo underſtood, as if i it 
did not. require us to be concerned and deeply concerned 
for the welfare of all mankind. Although good Chriſ- 
tians may be faid in compariſon with others to be of one 
Family, called in ſcripture the nouszHoLD or FAITH, 


IE yet 


* 


( 7 1 


7. the relationſhip between all the deſcendants of 
Adam is fo great, as to require amon g them all, the 
progreſs, and effectual working of BROTHERLY LOVE. 


This univerſal BROTHERLY Love the Goſpel 


requires, and alone acknowledges, having made known 


to us certain truths, on which it may reſt as upon a ſolid 
foundation ; I mean ſuch truths as theſe : that we have 
all one Father, that one God hath created us: that God 
is loving unto every man, that his Mercy is over all his 
works: that God whoſe power no creature can reſiſt, 
requireth of us all as we value his favor, or fear his diſ- 
pleaſure, to be kindly affectioned one towards another 
with BROTHERLY LOVE. 


Moſt aſſurediy, Revelation, not 8 3 all 
Mankind to love as Brethren. It is the ſenſe of God 8 


Mercy which effectually moveth us to be merciful; and 


it is the fear of him, or a reverence for his laws, which 
can ſufficiently prevail with us, to go about doing good, 


and to feel an intereſt in the intereſt of all our fellow- 


* 


creatures. 


5 
creatures. We may as well expect figs of thorns, and 
grapes of thiſtles, as to find among thoſe who deny the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, the knowledge and practice of 


univerſal BROTHERLY: LOVE. 


Such a thing is pretended to, I well know, by thoſe 
wild Republicans who have ſtarted. up in our times, to 
reform as they fay the whole World, and in ſuch a 
complete manner as to alter the ſtate of it, from what it 
hath been for nearly fix thouſand years ; but this I know 
full as well, that no ſuch thing as true BROTHERLY 
LOVE is to be found amon g them. Inſtead of obſerving 
their duty towards their Neighbour, the ſum and 
ſubſtance of BROTHERLY Love, they negle it in every 
ſtep they take : they ſcruple not to covet ; they ſeruple 
not to ſteal; they ſcruple not to murder, and yet they 
would perſuade us, that they are the Haters of Oppreſſion, 
the Friends to Liberty, and the Children of Light.— 
By their Fruits we are to know all falſe Teachers, and 
by their Fruits let the Teachers of Republicaniſm be 
known. If in what they teach and do, they teach and 
do things directly contrary to the revealed will of God; 

: : ſurely 


EFF 
ſurely we can not doubt whether they be the ſervants of 
God, or the ſervants of fin. Now what they teach and 
do, the holy Scriptures forbid. Their doctrines of Equa- 
lity, of levellin gall Ranks, of reſiſting lawful Authorities; 


their darlin g practices, of Plunder, Uſurpation, | and 
Maſſacre; ; how do theſe things agree with any one 


direction of St. Paul in the 13th Chapter of the Epiſtle 
to the Romans? That Chapter indeed is ſuch a tremen 


dous Battery againſt republican Schemes, that I might 
with equal propriety produce the whole in proof, as any 
one paſſage.—No leſs oppoſite to the ſame Schemes, are 
many paſſages of the Chapter whence the Text is 
taken. Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of Man 


for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King as 


ſupreme, or unto Governors, as unto them which are 
ſent by him for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that do well: for ſo is the will of God 
that with well doing ye may put to ſilence the ignorance 
of fooliſh men: as free, and not uſing your liberty for a 
cloak of Maliciouſneſs but as the. Servants of God. 
HonoR ALL MEN: LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD: FEAR 


GOD :; HONOR THE KING.“ 
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LY 
Different Ranks and Orders of men have been 
ad neceſſary from the earlieſt times, for the good 
government, the peace and welfare of the World: and 


every one ought to know much better, than to think 


well of thoſe who delight to ſpeak evil of digni- 
ties, and to work greedily all manner of wickedneſs. 


Oh! meddle not with them that are given to change, 
eſpecially ſince you may enjoy ſo much good on earth, 


in the free exerciſe of the beſt of religions, and the ready 


protection of the beſt of Governments. With reſ ſpect to 


the evils of Poverty and Want, which many of you feel 
heavily ; I have ſeen it, and lament it; confider, that no 
human Government hath ever prevented them as much 
as ours : and that no human Government whatever, can 


prevent them entirely: they ariſe evidently from Cauſes 


which no human authority can counteract ; even the 
entrance, progreſs and continuance of Sin among Man- 
kind ; and truly theſe two, Poverty and Want, are the 
commiſſioned Officers of an almighty Power, for the 
puniſhment or diſcipline of a rebellious World. 


(11 } 


Be ſatisfied then my Countrymen : and chriſtian Bre- 


thren, that the beſt and the only way to amend the 
very worſt of conditions on earth is not to ſeek to alter 


it by violent and unlawful meaſures, but rather to bear 
it patiently. In due time ye ſhall reap if ye faint not, 
waiting patiently for that perfect conſolation of Iſrael, 
when the Church of the great Meſſiah ſhall have accom- 


pliſhed her Warfare and become triumphant ; then ſhall 


Iſrael rejoice in him that made him, and the Children of 
Sion by joyful in their King. 


| Taz love of the Brotherhood, and 
much more the principle from which it ariſes, its 


parent root, without which it can not live, the Fear of 


God, muſt if obſerved prevent you all from taking 
part with the Republicans of France in their deſign or 
deſire to overturn this happy Government, 


The Fear of God is indeed to all Governments their 


chief inward Security and outward Defence. Surely it 
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hath been found to have been ſo to England for ages 
paſt, and will, I hope and truſt, continue to be found fo 


for Ages to come, notwithſtanding the mad threatenings 


and the inſurrections of evil doers. Some Senſe of Reli- 


gion hath been ever found the binding principle of Society, 


and wiſe Legiſlators knowing the inſufficiency of human 
laws, have ever warned their countrymen to ſtand in 
awe of ſome divine Power, who, unſeen by them, watched 
and rewarded all their actions. But much of the proſpe- 


rity of any Country hath been obſerved to depend upon 


the quality of the Religion moſt in favor, according as 


it might have been pure or impure; or in other words, 
according as it might have repreſented the Character of 
the Deity in a true or falſe light. In England where 
the pureſt profeſſion” of the faith is eſtabliſhed, where 
Honor and Opulence, are given and fecured to the moſt 
eminent Teachers of the beſt Religion, there is found 
alſo the beſt of Governments : and there, both Religion 
and Government unite their forces to occaſion and to 
enſure the happineſs of human life.—But in France, 
where indeed the chriſtian Faith was long profeſſed, but 
where it long remained in the moſt deplorable ſtate of 


corruption; in France, where lately all Fear of God 


* 1 pe ..: hath 


a ä 
hath been completely and entirely diſmiſſed, what fort 
of a Government remains? where is Liberty ? where is 


Juſtice? where is Protection? what remains but Iniquity 
i eſtabliſhed for a Law ? There the Fear. of God ceaſed ; 
and then inſtantly the deſperate Aſſaſſin left unconcerned 
the place of his concealment. There the Fear of God 
ceaſed, and then inſtantly, Murders were done openly, 
and by public authority. Oh! let the Fear of God 
ſecure England from the condition of France: a dreadful 
condition indeed of Sin and Miſery. Surely the utmoſt, 9 
evil is to be dreaded when the Fear of God is baniſhed.  _ Y 
from any country : and very juſt was the reaſoning of | ” 
the Patriarch Abraham, when he. ſojourned in Gerar, 
though not right his condu& in conſequence of that 
reaſoning. © Surely the Fear of God is not in this place, 
and they will ſiay me for my wife's fake.” —Oh ! let the 
FEAR OF GOD abide and prevail in our land; fat no leſs 
than BROTHERLY LOVE Will make and preſervg us. 


good ſubjects. 


"2 


„„ 
THOSE who are careful to obſerve 
the two firſt duties, mentioned i in the Text, will not be 
wanting to obſerve the laſt ; for as I noted before, they 
are all chained together, and are either all attended to, 
or all forgotten. 


| Either the one or the other of the two Principles, 

the Love of the Brotherhood or the Fear of God, if they 
could be practiſed ſe parately, or independently of each 
other, which they can not, would move us to re gard and 
to ſerve our King and Country; for to do this, is to con- 
ſult at the ſame time, the Laws of God and the welfare 
of Man: how much more then ſhall the joint power of 
both theſe principles, working together, make us true to 
our Country, true and faithful to the ſacred Perſon and 
Office of our Monarch, true and faithful to our free 
and excellent Conſtitution. 


Countrymen and chriſtian Brethren, in this Con- 
ſtitution, all Ranks ſhare Power; and have as much 
8 as the good of Mankind will permit; all Ranks 


are 


+ 38/9 

are protected, all Ranks ate honored according to their 
Characters, and only the diſhoneſt, the wicked and the . 
worthleſs, are left without hope of ſucceſs. F aults . 
muſt belong to all earthly things, but never had any 
human Government fewer faults than ours, and under 
this Government, this Country hath ſtood and flouriſhed 
beyond all example of _ 


Our Fore-fathers, great and por men, purchaſed | 
this noble Conſtitution, not without loſs of much blood; 
and they left it for us, to enjoy, and to defend. —Did 
we not live under the happieſt and beſt of Governments, 
violent meaſures for altering it, would be contrary to the 
Will of God. Chriſtians were taught of old to bear the 
perſecutions of their lawful Governors with patience ; and 
this they always did, after the example of their Lord and 

Maſter, who died by an unjuſt Sentence of the Govern- 
ment under which he lived ; without reſiſting the magi- 
ſtrate, but committing himſelf to him that judgeth 
righteouſly. The like duty which belongs to chriſtian 
Subjects, under oppreſſive but lawſul Magiſtrates, belongs 
alſo to chriſtian Servants under oppreſſive but lawful 

„ 


EY 

Maſters, A few verſes follow the text to declare this 
fully.—< Servants be ſubje& to your Maſters with all 
fear, not only to the good and gentle but alſo to the 
froward. For this is thankworthy, if a man fer Con- 
ſcience toward God endure grief, ſuffering wrongfully : 
for what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for your 
faults ye take it patiently ? but if when ye do well, and 
ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
with God. For even hereunto were ye called: becauſe 
Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving an example, that ye 
ſhould follow his ſteps, who did no fin, neither was guile 
15 found i in hie mouth: who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he ſuffered, he threatened not, but 
committed himſelf to him that judgeth ri ighteouſſy*. In 
whatever Country we had been born, if, like all Chriſ- 


tians 


* SCHOLIUM. 

This ſcripture doctrine for the patient endurance of hard treatment, for the 
general good, though not ſtrictly applicable, may yet be of great ſervice to the 
TITHE ASSOCIAT ORS of this County: for if Chriſtians are obliged to bear 
patiently the hard reſtraints, much more are they obliged to bear patiently the juſt 

q and equitable reſtraints of human Laws. The doctrine mentioned is not offered to 
the conſideration of the T1THE AssoclATORS, becauſe they bear impatiently real 
grievances, for that is not their caſe, but becauſe, what is far worſe, they bear impa- 
tiently the payment of lawful and reaſonable Tribute; ſeeking to make that their 

own, which the Landholders of this Country for about one thouſand years have 


beld in truſt for 3 owners firſt wiſely gave away, and next the Law 


e 


tians for three hundred years after Chriſt, we had been 


born even in an heathen land, we could not have loved 
the Brotherhood or feared God without honouring the 


King. If then by the love of the Brotherhood, and the 
Fear of God, Chriſt's followers are required to honor 


whatever Kin g may lawfully be placed over them ; how 
much more do the ſame principles require the Chriſtians 
of England to honor their King, who is not the oppoſer 
but defender of the faith. Whatever be the Character 
of any of our Kin gs, it is certainly goſpel doctrine, that 
we ſhould honor them for their Office ſake ; but what 
a great additional reaſon have we, enforced alſo by the 
GOSPEL, for honoring our preſent Sovereign, He 


D 4 thinks 


of the Land wiſely ſecured the Tithes, for the creditable maintainance of a well 


educated Miniſtry : Both theſe ſteps were wiſely taken, becauſe the country is 


repaid tenfold. in the preſervation, cultivation, and improvement of the morals of 
the People.—What then are the TITHE-ASSOCIATORS about? ſurely they know 


not what they do; ſurely they want to be better informed or, what I fear much 


more, to be better diſpoſed.—But however that be, how can they be ſo abſurd as $0 


ſuppoſe, that this Government, ſtrong and honourable as it is, will liſten to the 


pleadings of their Avarice, at the very hazard of the welfare of the People. 


I deſign not by this Scholium to give offence to the Tithe-Aſſociators, but to 


do them good, inſtructing them how neceſſary it is that they ſhould think better, 
and act better, if they love their Country, it they defire the Welfare of Souls, and 
the g of God. | 
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thinks a as a Chriſtian; He acts as a Chriſtian; and is not 
| honored enough, if he be not honored as the F aer of 


his People. 


Shall ſuch a King and ſuch a Conſtitution as Engliſh- 
men boaſt, fall a prey to the fury of Republicans? ſhall 
ſuch men ſhake their heads and carry on ſchemes againſt 
tis, of ſecret treachery or open violence ? Why do they 
ſo furiouſly rage and imagine vain things? Oh! may 
they find out their error, before it be too late. Their | 
overthrow doubtleſs is near, for true Engliſhmen have 
Loyalty and Religion prevailing in their hearts ; and 
what 1s more, the Lord himſelf 1 18 with them, and their 
God will be their refuge. 


Take Warning, O my Countrymen ! of a Miniſter 
appointed and required to warn you. Be well affured, as 
I am, that the gracious Providence of God, will repay 
it home, to all thoſe who will not repent, and will do 


mailGhict, 


From 


"TT WY 

From all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy, and Rebel- 

lion, from all falſe Doctrine, Hereſy and Schiſm, from 

Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of his Word and 

Commandment, may the Almighty and moſt merciful 
God deliver us all. e 8 


To that firſt and great Cauſe, that holy and incom- : 
prehenſible Being, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be, : Fo 
as from everlaſting, all Dominion and Glory, for ever 
and ever.” AMEN. Ce . 
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